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Hello Members and Friends, 
 

How are you doing? 
 

       This is certainly a challenging time to be a 

healthcare provider. We are all working hard to do the 

best we can in the face of the uncertainty of the COVID-

19 pandemic.  As I watch all of the coverage from these 

events, I find it hard not to get bogged down with the 

grim reality of this disease and its impact on the world. 

So, I try to read or watch one positive thing for every 

negative thing I see. Time and again, I’m amazed at the 

good in the world and 

more often than not, the good news comes from the 

bravery, ingenuity, intelligence and compassion of the 

nursing community.  

       I read an anecdote recently discussing how this 

pandemic put us all in the same boat, but we are each 

weathering different storms.  I like that analogy 

because it recognizes our struggle as a community 

while not negating the unique way it is touching each 

of us. Remember that when times are getting tough 

and give yourself a little grace when you are feeling 

less than.  Be kind to everyone – including yourself. 

I’m looking forward to a time when we can be together 

in person. But until then, stay healthy and take care. 

 HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR PRESIDENT INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Highlights from our President                                               1 

PA Three Rivers NAPNAP Chapter of the Year!                       2 

Emergency Rules for Telemedicine in PA 3 

Community Outreach                                                      4 

Upcoming Events                                                            4 

CDC Information on Covid-19 for the Pediatric Provider   5 

Emergency Drop-in Child Care                                        6 

 

Apr i l  2020  

Volume 25,  I ssue 3  

By Cynthia Chew, DNP, CPNP-PC, IBCLC 

 

  

 

 

Thank you for everything you’re doing to keep our 

kids and community safe and healthy. 

 

                        Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming 

events! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cyndi 
 

  

https://mail.upmc.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=7obc48ZI8kqIk30mmZpZd6sEc-rLctAIPA9J6kVcoMq1HWdSUSl1bp-7ND0Q28sY1SUk7vCF5_4.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fcommunity.napnap.org%2fPATHREERIVERS%2fHome
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  PA Three Rivers Chapter of NAPNAP Celebrates NAPNAP Chapter of the Year! 

 
       I am pleased to announce that our chapter was 

selected as Small Chapter of the Year!   

 

       Unfortunately, we could not accept the award 

in person because of the cancelation of the national 

conference.  But you can watch video of the awards 

ceremony at this link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUr2Tv8WDj0

&feature=youtu.be 

 

We couldn’t have received an award like this 

without the support of each and every chapter 

member.  The recipient of this award is chosen by 

the current chapter presidents based on each 

chapter’s annual activity report for the previous 

year.  Here is a look back at some of what we 

accomplished in fiscal year 2018-19.  We hosted 

seven educational events, including our annual 

symposium which was attended by over 90 

people.  We made over $,1000 in donations to help 

children and families in addition to the donations 

we made to NAPNAP and PCNP to support our 

profession and the fight for Full Practice 

Authority.  We also provided financial support to 

students wishing to attend the National Conference 

in New Orleans and had three student members 

attend.   

 
Congratulations to you all! 

I can’t wait to see what we accomplish next! 
 
                                                               
                                             Cyndi Chew 
                                               President  
                            PA Three Rivers Chapter NAPNAP 
 

 

 

  MEMBER UPDATES 

 
*If you were registered to attend NAPNAP’s 41st National Conference in Long Beach, CA that was 
canceled, you should have received an email regarding your refund.  If you have not, please contact the 
national office. 
 

*Our PA Three Rivers NAPNAP spring brunch CE event has been postponed indefinitely.   
 

*We are trying to find a way to continue our Chapter’s education events through remote learning 
opportunities.  Stay tuned for more details on these events!   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUr2Tv8WDj0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUr2Tv8WDj0&feature=youtu.be
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 COVID-19 Emergency Rules for APP Telemedicine Visits in PA 

       As of March 18th 2020 and relating to the 

Covid-19 pandemic, Health care professionals 
licensed under any of the Department of State's 
Bureau of Professional and Occupational Affairs 
(BPOA) licensing boards can provide services to 
patients via telemedicine during the coronavirus 
emergency.  This new guidance applies to the Board 
of Nursing as well as many other boards in 
Pennsylvania.  Currently, no Pennsylvania law 
prohibits the practice of telemedicine. 

 

 

 

 

 

       Additionally, the BPOA is working with the 
governor's office, the Department of Health and 
Department of Human Services to identify 
regulations and requirements that can be 
suspended to give medical providers and facilities 
the flexibility they need to respond to the crisis. 
These regulations and requirements are published 
on the BPAO website as they become available. 
       Governor Wolf also granted the department's 
request for a suspension to allow licensed 
practitioners in other states to provide services to 
Pennsylvanians via the use of telemedicine, without 
obtaining a Pennsylvania license, for the duration of 
the emergency. Out-of-state practitioners must: 

▪ be licensed and in good standing in their home 

state, territory or country.  

▪ provide the Pennsylvania board from whom 

they would normally seek licensure with the 

following information prior to practicing 

telemedicine with Pennsylvanians:  

▪ their full name, home or work mailing address, 

telephone number and email address; and 

▪ their license type, license number or other 

identifying information that is unique to that 

practitioner's license, and the state or other 

governmental body that issued the license. 

       All practitioners using telemedicine in 

Pennsylvania must remain informed on all federal 

and state laws, regulations and guidance 

regarding telemedicine, including a practitioner's 

obligations under the Health Insurance Portability 

and Accountability Act (HIPAA) and recent 

guidance provided by the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services.  

       Authorization to engage in telemedicine from 

a professional licensing standpoint is separate and 

apart from any insurance coverage/payment 

issues that fall under the Department of Health, 

the Department of Human Services, the 

Department of Insurance, or any other state or 

federal agency.  

       The Department of Human Services has also 

issued guidance for Behavioral Health Services 

Telemedicine and the Department of Drug and 

Alcohol Programs has released Telehealth 

guidance for their programs and providers as well. 

*All information stated here obtained from PA Government web site: 

 https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/State-details.aspx?newsid=375 

 

 

       "Telemedicine provides health care 
professionals flexibility to continue 
treating their patients while following 
best practices on social distancing as 
outlined by the Department of Health," 
Secretary Boockvar said.  

 

 
 

https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/special-topics/emergency-preparedness/notification-enforcement-discretion-telehealth/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/special-topics/emergency-preparedness/notification-enforcement-discretion-telehealth/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/special-topics/emergency-preparedness/notification-enforcement-discretion-telehealth/index.html
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/State-details.aspx?newsid=375
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

  COMMUNITY OUTREACH  - Socially Distanced but Personally Connecting 

       Over the last several months, the 

Pennsylvania Three Rivers NAPNAP Board has 

been discussing creating a Community Outreach 

Committee.  What better time to get it up and 

running than in the face of this pandemic and 

knowing how great the need is in our community.  

 

       At our last board meeting we asked what we 

could do to help our neighbors from a 

distance.  We came up with a few ideas and will be 

working on them over the next several weeks.  Our 

first donation is being made the Ronald McDonald 

House Charities.  Our legislative co-chair, Alexis 

Myers, is coordinating the delivery of a meal from 

a local restaurant for family members staying at 

the house.  Normally, the staff provides meals for 

the families but their ability to do so has been 

limited because of restrictions.  If you would like 

to do more to help this excellent charity, visit 

https://rmhcpgh-mgtn.org/ to learn more. 

 

       We will be choosing different charities and 

organization which serve our children and families 

to help throughout the coming weeks.  We will be 

coordinating needs lists and donations for these 

groups.  Follow us @3riversnapnap on Instagram 

and check your email for updates on how you can 

help.  The next organization we are working with is 

The Western Pennsylvania Diaper Bank.  Learn 

more about this organization at: 

 http://westernpennsylvaniadiaperbank.org/. 

 

We want to hear from you! 
       Take a picture and share it on our social media or send to the 

chapter email.  We want to see the good you do!  You can also email 

us at 3riversnapnap@gmail.com  with suggested charities or volunteer 

opportunities.   

  

 

*Due to the Coronavirus pandemic and the potential for cancellation or re-scheduling, please check 
for updated event information by the sponsoring agency prior to attending on-line or in person. 

2020 American 
Association of Nurse 
Practitioners (AANP) 

Pharmacology Update 
June 1st 2020 

On-line, On-Demand 
8 CEU’s 

https://www.aanp.org/event
s/2020-aanp-pharmacology-

update  

 

National Advanced Practice 
Neonatal Nursing 

Conference 
September 9th – 12th 2020 

Las Vegas, Nevada 
 

https://www.academyonlin
e.org/page/FallAPConf  

 

 

PA Coalition of Nurse 
Practitioners 

2020 Annual Conference 
October 22nd – 24th 2020 

Philadelphia, PA 
 

https://www.pacnp.org/
page/2020Conference  

 

 

 

https://rmhcpgh-mgtn.org/
http://westernpennsylvaniadiaperbank.org/
mailto:3riversnapnap@gmail.com
https://www.aanp.org/events/2020-aanp-pharmacology-update
https://www.aanp.org/events/2020-aanp-pharmacology-update
https://www.aanp.org/events/2020-aanp-pharmacology-update
https://www.academyonline.org/page/FallAPConf
https://www.academyonline.org/page/FallAPConf
https://www.pacnp.org/page/2020Conference
https://www.pacnp.org/page/2020Conference
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       The COVID-19 pandemic is changing rapidly and 

continues to affect communities across the United 

States differently.  Some of the strategies used to 

slow the spread of disease in communities include 

postponing or cancelling non-urgent elective 

procedures and using telemedicine instead of face-

to-face encounters for routine medical visits. 

       Ensuring the delivery of newborn and well-child 

care, including childhood immunization, requires 

different strategies. Healthcare providers in 

communities affected by COVID-19 are using 

strategies to separate well visits from sick visits.  

Examples include: 

• Scheduling well visits in the morning and 

sick visits in the afternoon 

• Separating patients spatially, such as by 

placing patients with sick visits in different 

areas of the clinic or another location from 

patients with well visits. 

• Collaborating with providers in the 

community to identify separate locations 

for holding well visits for children. 

       Because of personal, practice, or community 

circumstances related to COVID-19, some 

providers may not be able to provide well child 

visits, including provision of immunizations, for all 

patients in their practice.  If a practice can 

provide only limited well child visits, healthcare 

providers are encouraged to prioritize newborn 

care and vaccination of infants and young 

children (through 24 months of age) when 

possible. CDC is monitoring the situation and will 

continue to provide guidance. 

 
Reference: 

This article available at the Center for Disease Control (CDC) web site 

accessed 4/8/20:  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/pediatric-hcp.html  

 

 

 

 

CDC INFORMATION for PEDIATRIC HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS 

Center for Disease Control (CDC) 

Covid-19 Resources for the Pediatric Advanced Practice Provider 

American Academy of Pediatrics  
FREE Covid-19 Webinars 

 
• Topics include Telehealth, 

Caring for Children with 

Complex Medical Conditions, 

Clinical Guidelines for 

Pediatric Practices and more! 

 
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019
-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-
infections/covid-19-webinars-for-
pediatricians/  

Children’s National Hospital 

Hospital Grand Rounds for 
Covid-19  

 
• Topics include Strategies for 

General Pediatric Practices, 

Implementing Successful 

Telemedicine and more! 

 
https://childrensnational.org/Research%
20and%20Education/Healthcare%20Educa
tion/Continuing%20Education%20and%20C
onferences/Covid19%20Grand%20Rounds  

Children’s Hospital Association 

Covid-19 Webinar Series 
 

• Topics include Yale New 

Haven--A System Approach 

to Consolidate Pediatrics and 

Meet Community Needs 

and more! 

 
https://www.childrenshospitals.org/Qual
ity-and-
Performance/COVID19/Resources/COVID
19-Webinar-Series  

https://services.aap.org/en/pages/covid-19-clinical-guidance-q-a/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/covid-19-clinical-guidance-q-a/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/pediatric-hcp.html
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/covid-19-webinars-for-pediatricians/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/covid-19-webinars-for-pediatricians/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/covid-19-webinars-for-pediatricians/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/covid-19-webinars-for-pediatricians/
https://childrensnational.org/Research%20and%20Education/Healthcare%20Education/Continuing%20Education%20and%20Conferences/Covid19%20Grand%20Rounds
https://childrensnational.org/Research%20and%20Education/Healthcare%20Education/Continuing%20Education%20and%20Conferences/Covid19%20Grand%20Rounds
https://childrensnational.org/Research%20and%20Education/Healthcare%20Education/Continuing%20Education%20and%20Conferences/Covid19%20Grand%20Rounds
https://childrensnational.org/Research%20and%20Education/Healthcare%20Education/Continuing%20Education%20and%20Conferences/Covid19%20Grand%20Rounds
https://www.childrenshospitals.org/Events/2020/04/06/Yale-New-Haven-Childrens-A-System-Approach-to-Consolidate-Pediatrics-and-Meet-Community-Needs
https://www.childrenshospitals.org/Events/2020/04/06/Yale-New-Haven-Childrens-A-System-Approach-to-Consolidate-Pediatrics-and-Meet-Community-Needs
https://www.childrenshospitals.org/Events/2020/04/06/Yale-New-Haven-Childrens-A-System-Approach-to-Consolidate-Pediatrics-and-Meet-Community-Needs
https://www.childrenshospitals.org/Events/2020/04/06/Yale-New-Haven-Childrens-A-System-Approach-to-Consolidate-Pediatrics-and-Meet-Community-Needs
https://www.childrenshospitals.org/Quality-and-Performance/COVID19/Resources/COVID19-Webinar-Series
https://www.childrenshospitals.org/Quality-and-Performance/COVID19/Resources/COVID19-Webinar-Series
https://www.childrenshospitals.org/Quality-and-Performance/COVID19/Resources/COVID19-Webinar-Series
https://www.childrenshospitals.org/Quality-and-Performance/COVID19/Resources/COVID19-Webinar-Series
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By Sarah Merulli BSN, RN 
 

  

 

HAPPY Nurses Week 2020! 

 

 

 

 

       Emergency drop-in childcare is a protective 

service for families who may lack reliable childcare 

options.  There are many reasons that a family may 

need childcare unpredictably such as: emergencies, 

appointments, interviews, employment obligations, 

lapses in regular childcare, or domestic 

violence/abuse. When there is an unforeseen need 

for childcare, children may be placed in potentially 

unsafe situations with unreliable caregivers. Many 

emergency drop-in facilities require pre-registration, 

so it is essential that PNP’s are screening for families 

that may benefit from these services, and refer 

before a need occurs.  

       Jeremiah’s place is an option for emergency 

drop-in childcare in the Pittsburgh area.   Jeremiah’s 

Place website reports that the one-time registration 

appointment lasts approximately one hour per child. 

There are several documents that families must 

Emergency Drop-in Child Care 

bring with them to register including: social 

security number, immunization records, medical 

insurance card, medical provider information, 

parent/guardian photo ID, and emergency 

contact information.  For more information, 

families can contact Jeremiah’s Place directly via 

the web site https://jeremiahsplace.org/ or by 

calling 412-924-0716. 

 
*As of 3/23/20, due to the mandate from Governor Wolf 
to close childcare centers across Pennsylvania related to 
Covid-19, Jeremiah’s Place is currently closed.  Please 
check the web site for additional information about 
future plans to reopen. 

https://jeremiahsplace.org/
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 Social Media 

Website Address for Three Rivers NAPNAP: 

http://community.napnap.org/PATHREERIVERS

/Home  Please send any information that you 

would like posted to the email address on the 

website  

 

Facebook : Please like us on the Three Rivers 

Facebook page.  Please send any information that 

you would like posted to the email address on our 

website. 

 

Three Rivers NAPNAP Board and Committee Members 

 

President Cyndi Chew cynthia.Kravetz@gmail.com 

President Elect Brittany Kohl Long075.b@gmail.com  

Past President Meg Hannan meghannan50@gmail.com 

Treasurer Patti Harris Patricia.Harris@chp.edu 

Secretary Bridgetta Devlin mbridgetta1@aol.com 

Membership  Shenoa Williams Shenoa.williams7@chp.edu  

Education Committee 
Kathy Kelly             
Sara O'Brien 

kkwvu@aol.com             
secamporeale@gmail.com 

Constitution and 

Bylaws 
Meg Hannan meghannan50@gmail.com 

Legislative Co-chairs 
Susan Van Cleve   
Jamelah Tangara 

susanvancleve@gmail.com   
jamelahrtangara@gmail.com 

Newsletter Chair Mary Kish marykatekish@gmail.com 

Website Chair Brittany Kohl Long075.b@gmail.com  

Communications/Public 
Relations Chair 

Jessica Devido devidoj@duq.edu  

Symposium Chair Meg Hannan meghannan50@gmail.com 

School Nurse Liaison Ginny Allison ginnymillie@aol.com  

Student Liaisons 
Morgan Gilbert      
Maura Devlin 

  

 

https://mail.upmc.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=7obc48ZI8kqIk30mmZpZd6sEc-rLctAIPA9J6kVcoMq1HWdSUSl1bp-7ND0Q28sY1SUk7vCF5_4.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fcommunity.napnap.org%2fPATHREERIVERS%2fHome
https://mail.upmc.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=7obc48ZI8kqIk30mmZpZd6sEc-rLctAIPA9J6kVcoMq1HWdSUSl1bp-7ND0Q28sY1SUk7vCF5_4.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fcommunity.napnap.org%2fPATHREERIVERS%2fHome
mailto:cynthia.Kravetz@gmail.com
mailto:Long075.b@gmail.com
mailto:meghannan50@gmail.com
mailto:Patricia.Harris@chp.edu
mailto:mbridgetta1@aol.com
mailto:Shenoa.williams7@chp.edu
mailto:kkwvu@aol.com
mailto:kkwvu@aol.com
mailto:meghannan50@gmail.com
mailto:vancleve@rmu.edu
mailto:vancleve@rmu.edu
mailto:marykatekish@gmail.com
mailto:Long075.b@gmail.com
mailto:devidoj@duq.edu
mailto:meghannan50@gmail.com
mailto:ginnymillie@aol.com

